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THE OLADRA PLATFORM 

1. A NEW CLASS OF DIGITAL AUDIO SOURCE 

We launched Oladra because we believed the market was ready for a new class of digital audio 
source. 

The ‘elephant in the room’ has always been the first step: generating a digital audio signal from 
stored files or a messy internet stream. It is a demanding task. It needs real computing 
capability, yet that capability typically brings noise that affects every downstream stage in ways 
that cannot be fully undone. 

Most solutions work around this contradiction rather than solve it. Some reduce computing 
capability, and the result lacks musical insight. Others use more powerful general-purpose 
computers and try to design around the problem with power supplies and output cards, yet the 
result still lacks musical realism. 

Oladra addresses the problem directly. It accepts that the first step demands real computing 
power, while refusing the noise and interference that usually come with it. The Oladra Platform 
was not developed to make a better general-purpose computer, but to create audio products 
with enough computing resource to do the task properly without corrupting the signal they exist 
to produce. 

2. HOW IT IS DIFFERENT 

General-purpose computers are built for maximum capability: lanes, ports, buses, and fast 
interfaces everywhere. For audio, that means interference, switching noise, and bursty 
transmission. And the problem is not confined to what travels down a wire. Electrical activity 
also creates fields that interfere with one another, coupling across and around the downstream 
stages intended to contain or remove the damage. 

This is why block-diagram thinking fails in audio, and why “we fix the digital later” fails to deliver 
convincing results. A fine crystal oscillator alone does not guarantee clock integrity. In real 
circuits, clock performance depends on stable power, stable ground, and freedom from 
interference. If those conditions are compromised, the clock is compromised with them. The 
same is true of every downstream stage — isolation, buffering, regeneration, PLLs, ASRCs, DAC 
chips, and analogue circuits alike. To make a meaningful step change, the problem must be 
addressed at its source. 

The same applies to power delivery. It is not enough to provide cleaner power at the entry to the 
motherboard. Every active element both affects and is affected by the electrical conditions 
around it. That is why Oladra delivers clean, regulated power locally to each critical stage, 
controlling the environment at the point of use. 



Nothing delivers greater benefit than addressing the problem at its source. That is what makes 
the Oladra Platform different. 

Oladra computers are designed throughout for precision audio: 

• high-quality, tightly integrated computing cores — CPU, chipset, RAM, OS, cache, 
and buses — with dedicated lanes where needed, short track lengths, and layout 
disciplined to minimise signal interaction 

• only the activity the task requires — not energising an array of unnecessary high-
speed interfaces 

• only the signal movement the task requires — minimising interference across the 
motherboard 

• every critical signal treated as precision transmission — with controlled impedance, 
disciplined return paths, and layout geometry that reduce radiation and susceptibility 

Oladra is not a better computer. It is a purpose-built digital audio signal-generation platform. 

3. WHY A HIGH-END DAS MATTERS 

A Digital Audio Source is any device or system that delivers a digital music signal to a DAC. It 
may be a music server, streamer, network bridge, or a more fully integrated source component. 
But in every case, it is the true source of the music signal. 

That matters because the DAS is where the subtle timing relationships and low-level cues that 
carry phrasing, expression, and emotional intent are either preserved or lost. Once lost, they 
cannot be restored by the DAC, amplifier, or loudspeaker. 

A DAC determines when to convert each sample into analogue, but it does so within the 
electrical and timing environment created by the source. When that environment is 
compromised by noise, interference, unstable power behaviour, or timing disturbance, the 
DAC’s own clocking and analogue performance are compromised with it. 

That is why bit-perfect data can still sound different. The numbers may be correct, but the signal 
arriving at the DAC is not free of the electrical consequences of how it was generated and 
delivered. 

A great DAS does not merely deliver data. It preserves the integrity of the musical event the data 
represents. 

4. THE OLADRA PLATFORM AS A UNIFIED SYSTEM 

Partial fixes treat symptoms. The root problem lies deeper: in the interaction between 
computing activity, power delivery, clock integrity, signal routing, mechanical behaviour, and the 
wider electrical environment created by the system itself. 

Addressing this requires both real computing capability and deep integration. 

The Oladra Platform was created to manage these relationships at their origin. It resolves 
incoming data from stored files or internet streams using substantial computing resource, while 
controlling the noise and interference that usually accompany such power. 



This is not achieved by surrounding a conventional computer with accessories. It is achieved by 
designing the total system as one: hardware, firmware, software, power topology, clocking, and 
physical layout. 

Key design foundations include: 

• proprietary computer modules and customised firmware 

• tightly integrated processing cores and motherboard design 

• high-end circuit design throughout 

• dedicated low-noise power domains and precision clocking systems 

• the complete Oladra Play software stack, optimised from OS to interface 

• mechanical and structural design that supports electrical and musical stability 

Every Oladra DAS is built on this foundation: one coherent system in which hardware and 
software are designed to serve the same musical purpose. 

5. HOW THE DAS AFFECTS THE DAC 

A DAC receives the full stream of numbers that defines a recording, but those numbers describe 
amplitude only. Music also depends on time. 

As with analogue replay, where speed stability and groove tracing matter as much as the signal 
itself, digital audio depends on the precision with which timing relationships are preserved and 
reconstructed. It is in this domain of time that much of music’s life resides. 

For decades, this was digital audio’s central weakness. File formats, bit depth, and sample rates 
were often blamed, yet the deeper limitation was the instability introduced by noisy computing 
and compromised timing relationships. These errors may be microscopic, but they are 
musically destructive. They blur the rhythmic and harmonic structures through which 
expression is conveyed. 

It is often assumed that the DAC’s internal clock alone determines timing precision, and that 
the source cannot influence it. In abstracted theory, a fine local oscillator should make the 
source largely irrelevant. In practice, it does not. 

The DAC’s clock does not operate in isolation. Its behaviour is influenced by power stability, 
ground stability, and the level of freedom from interference. Those conditions are shaped, in 
large part, by the source and by the way the signal is received and processed. 

Noise does not only travel through conductors. The electrical activity involved in computing, 
buffering, packet handling, and signal transmission also creates fields that can couple across 
and around the stages intended to isolate or remove their effects – rendering them only partially 
successful. 

Once these disturbances shape the electrical environment in which the DAC must operate, they 
cannot be fully removed downstream. The only reliable solution is to prevent them as early as 
possible. 

6. CORE DESIGN 

In digital audio, the processor is far more than a workhorse. It sits at the heart of the signal-
generation chain, where musical coherence is either preserved or compromised. 



In an Oladra DAS, the Core includes the processor complex, memory subsystem, system 
storage, and the circuitry that binds them together. The choice and integration of these 
elements profoundly affect the audible result. 

Too little computing capability can sound smooth, attractive, and quiet, yet reveal less of the 
musical performance - a digitally simplified version of reality.  Too much ordinary computing 
activity can deliver apparent precision while undermining musical realism through noise, 
burstiness, and interference. 

The goal is neither the most powerful Core nor the lowest-power Core. It is a Core with enough 
computing authority for the task, integrated with enough discipline not to corrupt the signal it 
exists to produce. 

Processor choice, memory behaviour, track lengths, lane usage, signal crossings, power 
domains, and board layout all influence clarity, coherence, and musical insight. This is why 
Oladra no longer builds around even the best specialist computer boards. We design our own 
Core and motherboard hardware specifically for audio. 

This gives control over every critical layer of integration: 

• component selection for musical responsiveness and insight 

• short signal paths and dedicated lanes where they matter 

• reduced shared signal travel and fewer opportunities for coupling 

• impedance-controlled transmission and disciplined return paths 

• power domains and line drivers tuned for low noise and fast, stable behaviour 

• transmission architecture optimised for each I/O path 

The result is not subtle. The system gains clarity, calm, dynamic life, and a more convincing 
sense of musical intent – not to impress you with the sound, but to draw you in to the music. 

7. POWER DELIVERY 

In digital audio, power is far more than a source of voltage. It is part of the medium through 
which timing, tone, and stability are preserved. 

Every subsystem in a DAS — and indirectly in the DAC it feeds — depends on the precision of its 
power delivery. An Oladra DAS does not treat power as an accessory. It is treated as an active 
part of the musical chain. 

Digital logic does not draw a steady current. It demands energy in short, repeated bursts. If the 
power delivery network cannot meet those demands instantly and cleanly, voltage rails move, 
local reference conditions shift, and sensitive circuits are disturbed. 

What begins as a small fluctuation in a power rail can become timing disturbance, noise 
modulation, and a loss of musical coherence. 

That is why, in the Oladra Platform, power is treated not as a static supply but as a dynamic 
system — one that must respond with speed, stability, and low noise. 

Within the Oladra Platform, power is controlled locally and by domain. Critical sections are 
supplied by their own fast, low-noise regulation, reducing the extent to which one domain can 



disturb another. This prevents the processing core, network sections, clocking, and output 
stages from sharing avoidable electrical consequences. 

When power is delivered with speed and stability, timing, tone, and flow lock into place. The 
result is heard not as a hi-fi effect, but as greater ease, naturalness, and emotional connection. 

8. CLOCKING 

Timing is central to music reproduction. Every phrase, every accent, and every relationship 
between notes depends on precision in time. 

When timing becomes unstable, the emotional pull of the performance weakens. The bits may 
remain correct, but the musical event becomes less convincing. 

It is tempting to think that installing an exceptional oscillator in the DAC solves the problem. In 
practice, no clock operates in isolation. 

Clock integrity depends not only on the oscillator itself, but on the stability of its power and 
ground, on surrounding interference, and on the behaviour of the circuitry around it. Two clocks 
may be logically independent and still be physically coupled through shared electrical 
conditions and interference pathways. 

That is why a fine crystal oscillator alone does not guarantee convincing results. If the 
surrounding conditions are compromised, the clock is compromised with them. 

Within the Oladra Platform, clocking is treated as a whole-system discipline. Rather than relying 
on a single oscillator specification, Oladra designs the surrounding conditions that allow clocks 
to perform properly: 

• stable local power 

• stable local ground conditions 

• controlled interactions between domains 

• disciplined signal routing 

• reduced opportunities for cross-domain interference 

When timing stability is achieved across the whole architecture, the result is unmistakable. 
Rhythm locks together naturally. Phrasing becomes more human and more expressive. The 
performance feels alive. 

9. AUDIO OUTPUTS AND TRANSMISSION 

The output interface of a DAS is not a commodity connection. It is the point at which the signal 
is handed to the DAC, and the quality of that handoff influences everything that follows. 

A DAC may buffer, isolate, or reclock its input, but that does not make the source irrelevant. The 
receiving circuitry still has to process the signal in a real electrical environment, under the 
influence of real power, grounding, and interference conditions. 

Different interfaces impose different demands. Some embed timing in the stream and make 
clock recovery critical. Others buffer and packetise data, shifting the burden toward receive 
circuitry, packet handling, and local power behaviour. Some offer great potential when source 



and DAC are closely matched, but demand exceptional care in transmission method, 
impedance control, and compatibility. 

For this reason, interface choice matters less than many assume, and implementation matters 
more. 

The goal is always the same: to protect DAC performance by delivering the cleanest, most 
stable signal possible, with the fewest avoidable electrical consequences. 

This requires: 

• dedicated low-noise regulation for each output stage 

• short, controlled signal paths 

• careful grounding and shielding 

• disciplined impedance and return-path design 

• disabling unused outputs to reduce emissions and coupling 

• matching the output strategy to the DAC’s actual receiver behaviour 

The output interface does not merely transfer data. It defines the electrical and timing 
conditions under which the DAC begins its work. 

10. SOFTWARE AS PART OF THE SIGNAL STORY 

Software is often treated as a convenience layer sitting above the “real” engineering. In a high-
end DAS, that view is incomplete. 

Software behaviour affects process scheduling, subsystem activity, memory use, buffer 
behaviour, network handling, and the general level of electrical activity within the machine. It 
therefore affects the environment in which the signal is generated. 

A software stack designed for audio must do more than function correctly. It must support 
stable, disciplined system behaviour. 

That is why Oladra develops the complete Oladra Play software environment as part of the 
platform itself. Hardware and software are not treated as separate projects. They are designed 
together so that the total system behaves coherently. 

The goal is not simply a better interface or more features. It is a calmer, more deterministic 
signal-generation environment that allows the musical message to survive intact. 

11. EMOTION OVER SPECIFICATIONS 

What defines an audiophile is the willingness to go to extraordinary lengths — and bear 
extraordinary cost — to come closer to the feeling of being present at a great musical 
performance. 

That pursuit is not about ownership or novelty. It is about connection. 

If authentic sound alone were enough, we could simply play notes on an instrument ourselves. 
When a recording makes a piano sound convincingly real, it strengthens the illusion. But what 
moves us when we listen to a great pianist is not just the sound of the instrument. It is the 
phrasing, the inflection, the timing, and the expressive intent carried through the performance. 



We are captivated when the performance is revealed in full, and its emotional narrative unfolds 
naturally. 

The Oladra Platform was created to preserve that thread. By designing the entire digital system 
— from circuitry and clocking to firmware and Oladra Play software — as one coherent whole, it 
preserves the timing precision, tonal integrity, and musical insight that allow a performance to 
breathe. 

Specifications tell us about capability, but not about communication. They describe aspects of 
the science, not the depth of our response to music. 

Measurement guides our work and exposes obvious flaws. But it does not predict emotional 
engagement. Systems designed only to satisfy accepted measurements can sound competent, 
accurate, and uninvolving. 

A truly high-end DAS demands more. It requires listening, experimentation, and insight into how 
computing, timing, power, interference, and software shape our emotional perception of music. 

At every level of its design, the Oladra Platform is judged not simply by what can be specified, or 
even by the conclusions of critical listening, but by what the music reveals. 
 
We call it designing ‘Beyond Fidelity’.  You may sit in front of your stereo system, impressed by its 
sound, but if you are even listening to its audio fidelity, rather than listening to what the song, the 
artist, the composer are doing, your system is broken. 

12. CONCLUSION 

The Oladra Platform begins with a simple but demanding premise: the first step in digital audio 
matters more than most of the industry wants to admit. 

Generating a convincing digital music signal requires real computing capability. But ordinary 
computing capability brings side effects — noise, interference, burstiness, timing disturbance 
— that cannot be fully repaired later. 

That is why patchwork solutions fall short. And that is why Oladra does not treat digital audio as 
a general-purpose computing problem with audio accessories attached. 

It treats the source as a complete audio signal-generation system. 

By designing the computing core, power delivery, clocking, software, outputs, and physical 
layout as one coherent platform, Oladra addresses the problem where it begins. The result is 
not merely cleaner data, but a more stable electrical and timing environment in which music 
can retain its coherence, intent, and emotional force. 

Oladra is not a better computer. It is a purpose-built digital audio signal-generation platform. 

 

Designed as One. Heard as One. 

 


